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 Minutes AGM AND FORUM 
Monday 10th November 2025 at 7.00pm
At Maidstone Road Baptist Church, Felixstowe

	
	Present
	Apologies

	Christ Church Felixstowe
	
	Tim Sheppard

	Convent of Jesus and Mary
	
	

	Falkenham St Ethelbert’s
	
	

	Felixstowe Methodist Church
	Sue Hockenhull, Gemma Saxton, Jill Tempest, Michael Peck, Robin Pattinson, Mary Pattinson
	

	Kirton-St Mary and St Martin C of E
	
	

	Maidstone Road Baptist
	Shonaidh Marsh, Andrew marfleet, Debby Marfleet, Carol Gamble, Mick Warner,     Louise Yelverton, Lesley Newbold, Delyth Mayhew, Moira Webster, Sandra Cope, Corinne Stockdale
	Sandra Cooper

	Old Felixstowe Parish 
	Rev Chris Hood, Jean Macpherson
	

	Quakers - Religious Society of Friends
	
	

	Ranelagh Road Christian Fellowship
	
	

	River of Life Church
	Pastor Rob Payne
	

	St Felix, Roman Catholic
	Angela Ashby, Barbara Lamberton, Anne Poole
	Father Michael Smith

	St Mary’s, Walton
	
	

	St Martin’s, Trimley
	
	

	St John’s with St Edmund’s
	Rev Helen Rengert, Rev Penny Brinkley, Ann Young, Philip Young
	

	The Salvation Army
	Angela Barbrook, Jackie Fincham, Martin Saxton
	

	Felixstowe United Reformed Church
	Rev David Rees, Brian Cutler
	

	St Philips, Wadgate Road
	
	

	QVSR Seafarers Centre/Felixstowe Port 
	
	

	Boost
	Mick Warner
	

	Hope Trust
	
	

	Felixstowe Town Pastors
	
	

	Old Felixstowe Parish Nursing
	Ann Young
	

	Walton Parish Nursing
	
	



1. Shonaidh Marsh (Minister in training) welcomed us on behalf of Maidstone Road Baptist Church and opened the meeting with a prayer.

2. Rev Penny Brinkley as Moderator gave a welcome.
Opening worship was led by a Worship Band.
Attendance & apologies were recorded as shown.

3. The minutes of the previous Forum held 5th May 2025 were approved and signed.

4. There were no matters arising from the minutes.

5. Moderator’s report by Rev Penny Brinkley.

Since our AGM and Forum Meeting in May
1. We had a very interesting talk from Father Michael about prayer along with a lovely selection of prayer stations that I hope got you all thinking about your prayer life and the varying ways in which we can pray both as individuals and corporately. 
2. Sadly the ‘Grief Café’ at Ranelagh Road Christian Fellowship, didn’t take off for various reasons and so it was decided to step back and see other ways we can support those in our town who are grieving.  Some of you will have seen the memorial tree that has been erected on the wall outside the library.  I did take part in some of the planning for this, alongside TULIPs and the town council.
3. Churches Together Community Prayers have continued to meet and last month we met at Felixstowe Methodist Church, Seaton Road.  We changed the format slightly to give a bit more focus to particular areas and this seemed to work better than just having open prayer.
4. On the ministerial front, we welcomed several more new ministers to our town who have agreed to be interviewed here tonight. 
5. Doing a book-based lent study alongside the usual film proved very successful.  Evolve Café hosted us with warmth and care and a group of approx. 12 of us looked at “The Nail” by Stephen Cottrell.  From this we run an Autumn course on Series 1 of “The Chosen” at RRCF, and have just started an Advent course on “The Women of the Nativity” by Paula Gooder at Evolve Café.  Each week is a stand-alone session, so do feel free to come along to join us from 6.30pm for tea/coffee and cake ready for 7pm start.  
6. Plans for next year’s Lent course are well underway with the film Casablanca, and the study guide to go with it “A Beautiful Friendship” and for the Book we will look at “Women of Holy Week” also by Paula Gooder. So watch this space for more details. We also hope to run another course in the Autumn based on series 2 of “The Chosen”.
7. We are still looking for more representatives on the steering committee and would encourage you to seek to have your church represented.  It isn’t an arduous job; we meet every 4 to 6 weeks and of course the more of us there are, the less each individual has to do as we can spread the load.
Finally a big thank you to MRBC for hosting our Forum tonight.


6. Interviews with new Ministers
1. Shonaidh Marsh (Minister in training at MRBC)
How did you become a Christian?
Shonaidh went to a church-based school & came to personal faith in her thirties with two children, a failing marriage, lost her home & worked in a pub to earn money. She had made poor choices & called out to Jesus in the dark moments. Her daughter went to Holiday Cub then Sunday School, which led them to church where over months Shonaidh stopped hiding and found certainty of Jesus in her life.
What brought you to ministry?
Shonaidh spent 12 years in a welcoming church where no women leadership.  Worked with a Christian charity (working with adults with complex needs) where asked to lead. “You need to take up preaching.” Preparing sermons brought her closer to God. She was called to ministry but took seven years to answer the call. It was “a call I couldn’t ignore”.
What brought you to Felixstowe?
Went to college for Ministerial training. Regional Minister Baptist Union had a conversation with her old church about it being difficult to fill places for Ministers in East Anglia,  Shonaidh was told of “an exciting opportunity” at MRBC, visited at Easter, liked what she saw, and declared her “deal break” that couldn’t drive.  Was appointed in September as a Minister in training, certain “I have come to the right place”.
___________________________________________________
2. Rev Dom Turner (Vicar at Christ Church) by video
Has been at Christ Church since March 2025.
First calling to Christ as a 14-15 year old.
Had a long-term back condition with 8 years of constant pain.  Healed through prayer 15 years ago.
Was in Colchester as a boy and then Harlow & Manningtree.  Coming to Felixstowe “felt like coming home”.
Since Covid period, coming out of darkness & hopelessness feeling that God is shaking up the church; people are hungry for Jesus. (Isaiah: Streams in wasteland.).  This means change.  There’s a growing sense that we need to come back to the Lord & remain in Him.
Hope for his time in Felixstowe?
To see churches filled with people.  That the town is shaped by His glory.  Pray for Felixstowe that we may see His glory..
___________________________________________________
3. Rev Helen Rengert (Priest in charge Felixstowe Parish of St John’s with St Edmund’s)
How did you become a Christian?
Began at Brethren Christian Church Sunday School.  Was surrounded by the gospel. Always felt Jesus was there as a child (childhood certainty). Was bearing witness to Jesus as a teenager.
Then Anglican Church where met silent prayer group & “wept in silence”.  Knew God was calling her to preach & teach.
Went from Brethren to Baptist to Anglican.
How were you called to ministry?
First a career in nursing. Postnatal depression.  Suicidal thoughts.  Darkest pit, feeling abandoned but came out liberated thanks to prayers in church.  “God healed me.”
Became a lay reader, then a Deacon, then theological college.  “God was pushing me into ministry.”
What brought you to Felixstowe?
Came from Norfolk.  Husband new job in Debenham but persuaded Felixstowe was commutable. So post at St John’s/ St Edmunds was feasible.
“Excited to be here.”  God has a heart for Felixstowe. Make Christ attractive to all.
_______________________________________________
Rev Penny concluded that we are now blessed with many new Minsters & vacancies filled.  Churches can grow in the vacancy.  We look forward as Ministers seek to work together.
7. AOB
1. Rev Helen asked us to pray for a 24/7 prayer space in Felixstowe.  The concept of a prayer space in the town centre, open ecumenically, where people feel safe & can meet with God.
We were encouraged to visit the website: www. 24-7prayer.com to learn what was involved.
2. It was suggested CTF coordinate all the various regular prayer sessions in the churches across the town  and by advertising encourage members to participate.
8. Closing worship was led by the Worship Band followed by the saying of the grace.
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